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Making digital negatives for contact printing demo

· If you are using the Pre-Made Cyanotype curve (or any pre-made curve for any process), the curve is a generalized guide.  No curve is right for every type of paper and every type of light source.  You will need to make test negatives……print out a negative or a portion of a negative, expose it, and take notes, go back and tweak the curve, reprint…..etc.  I will discuss a more precise method today in class and we will talk more next week too.

· File Preparation: COLOR (digital or scan) to B&W
· make your file look the best it can in photoshop IN COLOR 

· turn the file into B&W by adding a B&W Layer

· play with the sliders in the B&W Layer to make the file look the best it can in B&W
· add contrast if needed using a separate curve layer

· (optional) make a regular digital print to tweak the image, once again, making it look as good as it possibly can before converting it to a digital negative.

· (optional) one way to boost the tones in your B&W image is by boosting the saturation of colors in your color image.  Add a “Hue/Saturation” layer BEFORE your B&W layer.  You can manipulate the image wildly in order to create a great looking B&W image.

· File Preparation: B&W (scan from negative – DO NOT shoot using in camera B&W setting, ever).

· make your file look the best it can in photoshop IN COLOR
· add contrast if needed using a separate curve layer
· If you are using a pre-made curve:
· apply the curve on a Curves Layer (download it, then load it into your curves layers
· make an Invert Layer to invert above your curves layer
· print on to Pictorico OHP material. Try using the regular RGB method, or convert the file to greyscale and use the B&W driver. They will produce slightly different results. 
· write down the results after exposure, and tweak the curve as needed.

· RECOMENDED: If you want a more precise paper/process oriented method, download PDF or handout of “#7 Making Correction Curves for Digital Negatives” – (short synopsis below)



· Make baseline assessment using your paper+process – find the shortest time for your blackest black.

· Print out step tablet onto he digital negative material you are using

· Expose the step tablet onto the paper+process you are using for the amount of time determined above to get the blackest black
· Scan step tablet  - use curves to adjust steps to create correction curve for your paper+process
