Senior Projects
Fall 2017
Initial Individual Presentations
Your first assignment is to come up with a possible idea for a senior project, but something that you do not actually want to work on!

· Prepare a five-minute presentation describing your idea. Presentations will take place in random order during the second week of class. Each presentation will be followed by questions and/or comments from the rest of the class. Your presentation should not require any equipment that is not already in the classroom. You will be allowed to project slides, to use the board, or to bring handouts, but none of these things is required or expected. You should talk about the background of the idea, the potential usefulness of such a project, hurdles that anyone attempting to implement such an idea might face, etc.

· Prepare a one-page or two-page report describing your idea. As with your presentation, your report should include some background information, potential applications of your project, obstacles that might be faced, etc. Your report should be clearly written with proper spelling and grammar. For now, the formatting rules are simple: line spacing should be 1 ½ lines, use a standard 12-point font, and use one-inch margins. You will hand in your report at the start of your presentation; only a hard-copy is required (make sure your name is on it). If you rely on any outside sources, include a list of references at the end of the report. You don't need to include citations in this report, but citations will be required for all future reports.
The dual goals of this initial assignment are: (1) Get students used to writing and presenting in class; and (2) Suggest ideas for students and groups who do not already have a topic in mind for their projects.
This first assignment will be graded on a (+ (very rare), (, (- scale. Your grade will depend on both your report and your presentation. Your grade may also be influenced by the idea itself (e.g., ideas that are clearly impossible or obviously trivial are not good) and your participation in class during the presentations.
