Senior Projects
Fall 2004
Initial Individual Presentations
Your first assignment is to come up with an idea for a possible senior project, write a one page description of the idea (including a little bit of background information, possible problems, etc), and plan a presentation for the second week of class.  The dual goals of this initial assignment are: (1) Get students used to writing and presenting in class; and (2) Put out some ideas for anyone who does not already have a topic for their project.  Your will have a total of 10 minutes for your presentation, which should include a seven minute talk plus three minutes for responding to questions and/or comments from the rest of the class.  Presentations will take place in class on Tuesday, September 14, in random order (we'll pick names from a hat to determine who goes next).  Your presentation should not require anything that is not already in the classroom; e.g. do not create a PowerPoint presentation.  You will be allowed to use the board or to bring handouts, although neither of these is required.
You will be graded on this project according to both your one-page write-up and your presentation.  Your write-up should be clearly written with proper spelling and grammar.  See the other handout for formatting guidelines.  You will hand in your write-up to me at the start of class; only a hard-copy is required (make sure your name is on it).  Your grade may also be influenced on the idea itself (e.g. ideas that are clearly impossible or obviously trivial are not good) and your participation in class that day.

Note: Your idea for this presentation does not have to do anything with your actual idea for your senior project (if you already have one); in fact, it may be better for you to purposely use another idea either way, since one of the goals of this project is to create suggestions for other students.
