Senior Projects
Fall 2004
Introduction

Senior Projects is scheduled to meet Tuesdays from 2:00 – 6:00 in room 609E.  Some weeks we will meet there as a group for all or part of that time; other weeks I will meet with students or groups individually.  I will announce at least one week in advance what type of attendance is required for the following week, and an updated schedule will also be kept on my Senior Projects web page.

Senior Projects are not only about the projects themselves.  Other objectives include teaching you to be better technical writers and presenters.  There will therefore be several assignments along the way involving papers and/or presentations of various lengths and durations.  At the end of the year, you will have completed an approximately 50 page report that explains not only your project but also a good deal of well-researched background information, and you will be making a final presentation in an auditorium to an audience consisting of fellow students, faculty and administrators, and anyone else who chooses to attend.
Formatting rules for written papers will be discussed in more detail as the semester progresses.  For now, use the following guidelines: line spacing of 1 ½ lines; 12 point standard font; one inch margins at the top, bottom, and sides of page; papers written using either Word or LaTeX.  These rules may become more specific as the year progresses.
Last year, there was a problem with plagiarism, and this is an extremely serious offense!  Any instance, however small, will be reported and could lead to failure of the course and prevent the graduation of anyone found guilty.
I am going to ask that every student keep a Senior Project notebook, detailing your progress through the year.  The notebook should include: decisions made; descriptions of experiments and results; problems encountered; names, phone numbers, and addresses related to your project; brief descriptions of necessary equipment, including purchase dates and prices of anything ordered; and any other notes you deem are relevant.  All entries in your notebook should be dated.  The notebook should serve as both a diary of your Senior Project experience, and also a description of your procedure that would allow someone else to duplicate your work if necessary.  Each individual, not group, should have his or her own Senior Project notebook.  These will be graded at the end of each semester. 
Here is a tentative schedule for the first few weeks of Senior Projects:

· Tuesday, September 7: Introduction in room 609E

· Tuesday, September 14: Individual presentations in room 609E

· Tuesday, September 21: Meetings with groups in my office

· Tuesday, September 28: Group presentations in room 609E
